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Minutes of the Celbridge - Leixlip Municipal District Meeting  

Held on Friday 11 April 2025 at 10:00 a.m.   

in the Council Chamber, Áras Chill Dara. 

 

Members Present:  Councillor B Caldwell (Cathaoirleach), Councillors P Brooks, R 

Heather, N Killeen, C O’Rourke, and Councillor D Trost. 

 

Apologies:  Councillor Lumi Panaite Fahey. 

 

Officials Present:  Ms C Barrett (District Manager), Mr M McLoughlin (A/Senior 

Executive Officer, Transport), Mr A Martin (A/Senior Executive  

Engineer, Strategic Projects and Public Realm), Mr M Hearns, 

Staff officer, Environment), Mr M Corrigan (Senior Executive 

Librarian), Ms E Donnelly (A/ County Arts Officer), Mr T 

Shanahan (Meetings Administrator), Mr A Foran (Meetings 

Secretary) and other officials.  

 

The Cathoirleach welcomed everyone to the April meeting of Celbridge Leixlip Municipal 

District. 

CL01/0425 

Declaration of Conflicts or Pecuniary Interests 

There were no declarations of (a) conflicts of interest or (b) pecuniary or beneficial interests 

under section 177 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended. 

 

CL02/0425 

Minutes and Progress Report 

The members considered the draft minutes of the Monthly Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal 

District meeting held on Friday 21 March 2025 including the progress report.  

Resolved: On the proposal of Councillor Trost, seconded by Councillor O’Rourke and 

agreed by the members, that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on Friday 21 March 

2025 of the Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District be confirmed and the progress report noted. 
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CL03/0425 

Municipal District Works 

The members received an update on the Municipal District Road Works. 

 

Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District Schedule of Works - April 2025  

 

The outdoor crews are carrying out general footpath and road maintenance works in the 

Municipal District (MD) area. This includes the mechanical sweeping of roads, road repairs 

with road patcher unit, restoring water cuts on rural roads, cutting back verges at junctions, 

and general repairs to footpaths and kerbs. Calls received are triaged and then assigned to a 

crew as appropriate. 

Winter Maintenance: 

Winter maintenance operations for Q1/Q2 2025 are now complete. 

 

Road Works Programme 2025: 

All projects at preparation of tender documents stage. 

1. L1016 Ardclough Village (380lin.m) (Tender complete) 

2. R403 Dublin Road, Celbridge (1179lin.m) (At tender stage) 

3. L5061 Loughlinstown Road. (558lin.m.) (Tender complete) 

4. R148 Main Street, Leixlip (120lin.m) (Preparing tender document) 

5. R449 Kilmacredock to M4 (400lin.m) 

6. L1015 Kellystown Lane to Confey (1574lin.m) 

 

Surface Dressing – Restoration Maintenance  

Surface dressing is scheduled to commence in May before the June bank holiday weekend.  

Location: Allenswood L5052 from the R149 to the county boundary (1.75km) 

Advanced works have commenced in preparing this road for surface dressing. 

 

Footpath Restoration Programme 2025: 

Assessments currently being carried out in housing estates to determine locations for 2025 

footpath Restoration Works Programme. 



  
 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Minutes Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 11/04/2025                              Page 3 of 18 

 

Roadworks on R148 at Collinstown: Works are now substantially complete. Kildare County 

Council is currently commencing the taking in charge process for this road. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL04/0425 

As Councillor Panaite Fahey was not in attendance at the meeting, this item fell. 

 

CL05/0425 

Sustainable Growth and Development of Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Heather 

That the council prepares a Transport Management Plan (including Public Transport 

Accessibility Strategy) as set out in the Celbridge Local Area Plan to support the sustainable 

growth and development of Celbridge.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Heather and seconded by Councillor Caldwell 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing members that as per the 

recent update on the Roads Capital Projects, the next Area Based Transport Assessment 

(ABTA) to be progressed will be for Celbridge/Leixlip/Confey and the process to appoint a 

consultant will be progressed shortly. 

 

Resolved: on the proposal of Councillor Heather, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and 

agreed by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL06/0425  

Celbridge Active Travel Bridge. 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Rupert Heather. 

That the council provides an update, including the status of investigation works, funding for 

the construction, and a timeline for completion of the Celbridge Active Travel Bridge.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Heather and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 
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A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that Kildare 

County Council received an allocation of €300,000 from the National Transport Authority 

(NTA) in 2025 to complete the detailed design of the Celbridge Active Travel Bridge. The 

consultant engineers working on the project are expected to complete the detailed design 

and contract documents this year. The project will be ready for construction, subject to 

funding being made available in subsequent years. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Heather, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and 

agreed by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL07/0425 

Road Markings, Pedestrian Crossings, Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the names of Councillor David Trost 

That the council renews the road markings on the pedestrian crossings located on the 

Ardclough Road and English Row, Celbridge.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Trost and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report was received from Transport Department informing the members that a request to 

refresh this line marking has been sent to Kildare County Council’s line marking contractor 

and will be carried out in the coming weeks.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Trost seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed 

by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL08/0425 

Link between Hereford Park/Barnhall and M4 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Killeen. 

That the council indicates the delivery timeline on when a new link between Hereford 

Park/Barnhall and M4 will open and explains why this was not completed prior to the delivery 

of homes in Hereford Park commencing. 
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The motion was proposed by Councillor Killeen and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing members that this Large-

Scale Residential Development (LRD) was granted permission by An Bord Pleanála (ABP)  

Ref 317923-23 following an appeal to the notification of permission by Kildare County 

Council Ref 23-513. The main access point is off the R404 Celbridge Road at a 4-arm 

signalised junction opposite the Wonderful Barn. There is no link between this estate and the 

M4. 

Councillor Killeen informed members that the report was incorrect and that access to the M4 

at the location was a key part of the Leixlip Local Area Plan and that Reference MT3/13 and 

should be looked at in relation to this.  

 

Ms C Barrett (District Manager) stated that this was checked with the Planning Compliance 

team and there was no connection to or from the M4 and the estate, but they would review 

the reference MT3/13 in the LAP and revert back to Councillor Killeen. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Killeen, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed 

by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL09/0425  

Maynooth Road, Celbridge, Accessibility Improvement Measures 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Heather. 

Can the council provide an update on any possible accessibility improvement measures 

identified on the at Cove and Co. premises?  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing members that the land 

associated with the entrance to this development is private. Any alterations to the entrance 

will need to be carried out by the landowner or by Kildare County Council in agreement with 

the landowner. Currently, there is planning permission granted on this property for extension 

and change of use. It includes the upgrading of the entrance with improvement of pedestrian 

crossing facilities. The Municipal District office have no update on the landowner's proposals 
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to act on this planning permission and have no agreement with the landowner to carry out 

independent pedestrian improvement measures. 

 

Councillor Heather noted accessibility issues need to be addressed and perhaps an 

accessibility audit could take place with the local access group.  

The report was noted. 

 

CL10/0425 

Path Works River Rye Brewery and Donaghcumper Cemetery 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Heather 

Can the council provide an update on the progress of the path between the River Rye 

Brewery and Donaghcumper cemetery?  

 

A report was received from Transport Department informing the members that these works 

would be progressed as part of 2025’s Footpath Works Programme and were planned to be 

carried out in Quarter 2. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL11/0425 

Private Car Park Captains Hill, Leixlip 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

Can the council provide an update on the leasing/purchase of the private car park off 

Captains Hill as raised in a motion in 2024?  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing members that it will engage 

with the owner to discuss the proposal. The addition of any parking spaces would require a 

review of the Parking Bye-Laws for Leixlip. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL12/0425 

Celbridge Abbey Carpark 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Rourke 
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Can the council update members on progress of discussions with the St. John of God Order 

regarding what action is being taken to ensure public safety at the Celbridge Abbey Carpark 

on the Clane Road in Celbridge?  

 

A report was received from the Transport Department informing members that Kildare 

County Council had suspended pay parking at Celbridge Abbey Carpark pending the 

resolution of the unauthorised dwelling. The parking meter and related signage had also 

been removed. The removal of the unauthorised dwelling remains with the landowner to 

resolve. 

 

Councillor O’Rourke asked for clarification as she understood that at the last Municipal 

District meeting, a meeting with the St. John of God Order was discussed. 

 

Ms C Barrett (District Manager) noted that contact was made with the St. John of God Order 

and that the response was that they were not in a position to meet, citing that they were 

advised that legally it would not currently be appropriate. Mr M McLoughlin (A/Senior 

Executive Officer, Transport) noted that this was a delicate situation and that it should be 

allowed to proceed through its natural process. 
 

Councillor O’Rourke thanked the Department for the report. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL13/0425 

Site on R449 Celbridge Interchange Road 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor O’Rourke 

Can the council provide information on the intended function of the site under development 

on the M4 interchange Road R449, formerly intended as a Civic Amenity Centre for 

Celbridge?   

A report was received from the Transport Department informing the members that currently, 

the underdeveloped site on the R449 Celbridge Interchange Road was a private 

development and was for industrial/commercial units. This development was adjacent to and 

does not include any lands associated with the Civic Amenity Centre proposals. 

The report was noted. 
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CL14/0425 

 Tree Programme, Celbridge Area 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Trost 

Can the council confirm the start date for the Tree Programme in the Celbridge Area and 

clarify if the pruning of the tree in Abbey Farm ref KCC 146374 (details provided) is included 

in the schedule?  

 

A report was received from the Parks Department informing members that this location was 

on the programme. Work was due to commence on the programme in May and would take 

12-16 weeks to be completed. The Parks Team would request the contractor include this 

location for work early in the programme. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL15/0425 

 Install Seating Main Street Leixlip 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council installs seating at the top of the Main Street in Leixlip in front of the yellow 

house. 

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor O Rourke 

 

A report was received from the Strategic Projects and Public Realm Department informing 

the members that this request would be assessed, and if suitable and feasible, may be 

included in current plans for the area which were currently being progressed as intended by 

the Town Renewal Master Plan. The Strategic Projects and Public Realm Team were 

currently working with the Leixlip Municipal District Office to progress the delivery of works to 

the Main Street including Pound Street, the entrance to the Health Centre, parts of Captains 

Hill, Ralph Square and the Leixlip Road. Works would include the replacement of paving of 

the footpaths, as well as other works, and would be progressed on full scale for Part 8 

approval with a plan to deliver the works on a phased basis subject to funding and resources 

available. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor O’Rourke and 

agreed by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL16/0425 

Leixlip Town Renewal Plan 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Killeen 

That the council provides a progress update on the Leixlip Town Renewal Plan and a report 

on objectives achieved to date since the plan launched.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Killeen and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report was received informing the members that the Strategic Projects and Public Realm 

Team were currently working with the Leixlip Municipal District Office to progress the delivery 

of works to the Main Street including Pound Street, the entrance to the Health Centre, parts 

of Captains Hill, Ralph Square and the Leixlip Road.  

 

Works would include the replacement of paving of the footpaths, as well as other works, and 

would be progressed on full scale for Part 8 approval with a plan to deliver the works on a 

phased basis subject to funding and resources available.  

 

The Strategic Projects and Public Realm team (SPPR) have received notice that the 2025 

HSF Funding proposal for the Wonderful Barn Restoration Works had not been successful. 

Works were ongoing on remediation works to the main barn and the dovecots and were due 

to be complete in the coming weeks.  Additional works were expected to commence that 

would see the wall adjacent to the main building be fully restored to the same standard as 

the walled garden.   

 

The progression of all projects included in the Town Renewal Masterplan was dependent on 

funding being available.   

SPPR strive to complete funding applications as grants opportunities become available. The 

process was challenging given the significant number of projects in Kildare that were waiting 

on funding. Each funding opportunity was a competitive process with Kildare competing with 

other local authorities. 
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Councillor Killeen noted that she was surprised to see funding for the Wonderful Barn had 

not been successful and if funding was missed out on in relation to the report, an update 

would be appreciated.  

Ms C Barrett (District Manager) stated that the overall project to complete the Wonderful 

Barn Project was currently estimated at €20/21 million which would require a URDF fund or 

equivalent funding stream, approved under Part 8. While this is awaited however Public 

Realm, annually have won funding under the Historic Structures Fund to ensure the 

Wonderful Barn is maintained as a heritage building. It is this funding that on this occasion 

that was unsuccessful. This is separate to the URDF.   

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Killeen seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed 

by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL17/0425 

 Vacancy and Dereliction in Leixlip 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Killeen 

Can the council provide an update on progress in respect of actions taken to address 

vacancy and dereliction in Leixlip?  

 

A report was received from the Housing Department informing members that the Oral 

hearing with An Bord Pleanála was held on 13 February 2025 in relation to the compulsory 

purchase of properties on Main Street, Leixlip, and a decision from An Bord Pleanála is 

currently awaited on this case. 

  

Compulsory acquisition of 2 properties in Ralph Square has commenced, a meeting was 

held with the property owners where they set out their plans to develop the property site and 

a planning application was received in September 2024 and is currently subject to a further 

information request. 

  

Property in Ralph Square was sold after engagement with the Vacant Homes Team and was 

granted permission for development in December 2024. 
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12 applications for the Vacant Property Refurbishment Grant have been received for 

properties in Leixlip since 2023, 3 of which have been received so far in 2025. 

  

The Vacant Homes Section is in contact with property owners of other vacant properties in 

Leixlip and will continue to engage and monitor progress regarding vacancy and dereliction 

in the town. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL18/0425 

Arts Awards and Bursaries 2025  

Ms. E Donnelly informed the members of the embargo in relation to the details of the Arts 

Awards and Bursaries for 2025 for the Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District. The details of 

these awards should not be publicised until the end of the month. This was to allow time to 

present at each Municipal District meeting and also to allow time for the applicants to receive 

their individual responses.  
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Members noted the following: 

• Good to see Arts projects in the Municipal District supported but would be good to see 

the outcome of the supports and how the grant money was used. 

• More information on the ACRE project would be appreciated. 

 

Ms. E Donnelly (A/County Arts Officer) informed the members that the Arts Service require a 

report to be submitted for the use of funds as a condition of the grant application. Ms 

Donnelly advised that the Arts Service could present a report on the outcome of grant 

supports, later in the year.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell seconded by Councillor Trost and agreed 

by the members that the Arts Awards and Bursaries for 2025 for the Celbridge Leixlip 

Municipal District be approved. 
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CL1904/25  

May Meeting Venue Change of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District Committee 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Caldwell 

That the council agrees to hold the May Meeting of the Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District 

Committee in the Community Centre in Leixlip.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Caldwell and seconded by Councillor Trost. 

 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing members that this is a matter for 

the members to agree.  

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Caldwell, seconded by Councillor Trost and agreed 

by all members that the report be noted and the May Meeting of the Celbridge-Leixlip 

Municipal District Committee be held in the Community Centre in Leixlip.  

 

CL20/0425 

Visit to Parochial House Site, Celbridge 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Rourke. 

That the council hosts a site visit for members of the municipal district to the Parochial 

House site in Celbridge for which a design concept has been included in the Celbridge Town 

Renewal Plan.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor O’Rourke and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

 

A report was received from the Library and Arts Department informing members that It would 

be considered premature for the members of the municipal district to visit the Parochial 

House site in Celbridge until the purchase of the building and lands by Kildare County 

Council is completed. The Parochial House is currently the residence of the Parish Priest. A 

site visit for the Municipal District members will be arranged once the purchase is finalised 

and the house and lands are in the ownership of Kildare County Council. 

 

Members raised the following: 

• Was there a proposed start date? 
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• Concerns were raised that the structure could fall into further disrepair. 

 

Mr M Corrigan informed members that the members concerns were noted, the purchase was 

progressing and the council were waiting on further correspondence from the Diocese. Mr M 

Corrigan informed members that County Librarian Ms G Allen would facilitate a visit when 

possible after the purchase was finalised, and the property was in the ownership of the 

Council. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Rourke, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and 

agreed by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL21/0425 

 Invite Uisce Éireann to attend Municipal District Meeting 

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor O’Rourke 

That this council invites Uisce Éireann to attend our next municipal district meeting to provide 

a step-plan and timeline for the replacement of approximately 5.3 km of six-inch asbestos 

watermain along the Hazelhatch Road in Celbridge as stated in their reply to local 

representative’s support query no. 27882 in November 2024.  

 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing members that this is a matter for 

the members to agree. 

 

Councillor O’Rourke noted that despite a press release indicating commencement in Q3 

2025, a meeting was requested. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor O’Rourke seconded by Councillor Caldwell and 

agreed by all members that the report be noted and agreed that a letter be issued to Uisce 

Eireann inviting them to a meeting of Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District. 

 

CL22/0425 

As Councillor Panaite Fahey was not in attendance at the meeting, this item fell. 
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CL23/0425 

Road Safety Motions and Questions, Leixlip 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Killeen 

Can the council provide a report indicating the total number of questions and motions on 

Celbridge-Leixlip Municipal District agendas since 2019 that request road safety and/or 

traffic calming measures in the Riverforest/ Captains Hill area in Leixlip? 

 

A report was received from Corporate Services informing members that the following number 

of motions and questions have been tabled since July 2019 to date regarding the matter set 

out in the question.  

Road safety and/or traffic calming – Riverforest  

• 6 questions 

• 9 motions 

Road safety and/or traffic calming – Captain’s Hill 

• 3 questions 

• 7 motions   

The report was noted. 

 

CL24/0425 

Process for Reporting Unauthorised Developments  

The members considered the following motion in the name of Councillor Trost 

That the council provides a user-friendly guidance document for the public outlining the 

process for reporting unauthorised developments in this municipal district.  

 

The motion was proposed by Councillor Trost and seconded by Councillor Caldwell. 

  

A report was received from the Planning Department informing members that the 

Enforcement Team have developed and published on the Kildare County Council website, a 

full document outlining the process and frequently asked questions about unauthorised 

development. 

To access this area simply select Planning, then Planning Enforcement and Exempt 

Development. 
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There are three links in this area and the Frequently Asked Questions are very clear and 

understandable for all. 

This document includes links to direct the user to Planning Enquiries, the relevant legislation, 

and Office of the Planning Regulator Publications on Enforcement. 

It also includes contact details for the Planning Enforcement Team. 

 

Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Trost, seconded by Councillor Caldwell and agreed 

by all members that the report be noted. 

 

CL25/0425 

Taking in Charge of St Wolstan’s Abbey Celbridge 

The members considered the following question in the name of Councillor Trost 

Can the council provide an update on the taking in charge of St Wolstan’s Abbey Celbridge?  

 

A report was received from Building and Development Control Department informing 

members that St Wolstan’s Abbey forms part of the Development Control legacy portfolio. 

The legacy taking in charge team were prioritising progressing the taking in charge 

development with a Taking in Charge request received prior to 2018. St Wolstan’s Abbey 

was included in this priority list and would be progressed through the taking in charge 

process in due course. 

The report was noted. 

 

CL26/0425 

Community, Festival and Resident Association Grant Awards 

The members considered the Community, Festival and Resident Association Grant Awards 

assessed by the Economic, Community and Cultural Development Department for 2025. 

 

Members queried as to the reasons for the refusal of some grant applications.  

 

Mr C O’Toole gave members a comprehensive verbal breakdown of grant approvals and 

non-approvals, noting that certain criteria must be met for approval and some organisations 

that did not get approved did not meet these criteria but may have been approved in other 

grant applications. 
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Resolved on the proposal of Councillor Killeen and seconded by Councillor Brooks and 

agreed by members that the Community, Festival and Resident Association Grant Awards 

for 2025 for the Celbridge Leixlip Municipal District be approved. 
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CL27/0425 

As Councillor Panaite Fahey was not in attendance at the meeting, this item fell. 

 

CL28/0425 

As Councillor Panaite Fahey was not in attendance at the meeting, this item fell. 

 

The meeting concluded. 

 

 


